[image: ]






N  e  w  s     R  e  l  e  a  s  e
For immediate release
13th September 2017

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]GAFIRS HELP WITH MAJOR BOAT ACCIDENT EXERCISE
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:jakeyoung:Library:Containers:com.apple.mail:Data:Library:Mail Downloads:E1C1A3CA-835C-40E5-87DD-665DD0E66ADA:image004.png]An exercise which saw six people pretend to be severely hurt following a boating accident at Stokes Bay put rescuers through their paces on Tuesday evening.

The major incident saw Gosport & Fareham Inshore Rescue Service (GAFIRS), Coastguard rescue teams from Hill Head and Hayling Island, the ambulance service’s Hazardous Area Response Team and the Coastguard Rescue Helicopter 175 work together to deal with the emergency.

Designed to promote joint agency cooperation when dealing with a major incident, the exercise saw volunteer casualties don gruesome make-up. One had a severe chest injury, another needed CPR, while another was unconscious.

GAFIRS training officer Phil Butler said: ‘We were asked to assist with this Coastguard led operation and provided casualties and lifeboat crew to assist with the exercise.

‘It was fantastic for all the teams to work together, despite the pouring rain and howling wind, and all those involved learned a great deal.’

Coastguard rescue officers first assessed the situation on the beach and administered first aid, before calling in help from GAFIRS and the ambulance service. The Coastguard Rescue Helicopter landed on the field at Stokes Bay and the teams practiced loading casualties into the aircraft.

Mr Butler added: ‘We work with all of these teams regularly as we carry out our lifesaving work on The Solent, so practicing in this sort of live exercise environment is crucial so we can ensure when it happens for real we all know what to do.
‘Everyone benefitted from this exercise and it was a pleasure to work so closely alongside our fellow lifesaving organisations.’

GAFIRS is an independent lifeboat service based at Stokes Bay, Gosport. It is on call to the Coastguard 24 hours, seven days a week and staffed entirely by volunteers.

For more information, visit GAFIRS.org.uk. 
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